STAFF REPORT

Agenda Item No.: C
Work Plan: Fire Protection Work Plan
Topic: Ongoing Topic: Rangeland Protection Association Formation
Presentation Title: Expansion of Field-Andrews RPA Boundary
Date of Presentation: March 6, 2024
Contact Information: Levi Hopkins, Fire Prevention and Policy Manager
(503) 949-3572, Levi.a.hopkins@odf.oregon.gov

SUMMARY

The purpose of this agenda item is to obtain Board approval to proceed with an expansion
of the current boundary for Field-Andrews Rangeland Protection Association to include
additional rangeland not currently protected.

CONTEXT

This is part of the Department’s ongoing effort, pursuant to ORS 477.320, to assist rural
communities in eastern Oregon to develop wildland fire protection coverage in areas that
are currently unprotected.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The Board approved to proceed with a public hearing to expand the boundary of the
Field-Andrews RPA at the January 3,2024 meeting. A public hearing was held January
30, 2024, at the Trout Creek Ranch in Fields, Oregon.

Community interest in the expansion of the proposed Field-Andrews Rangeland
Protection Association is high and is strongly supported by landowners in the Fields-
Andrews area in Harney County. The Fields-Andrews Board of Directors is excited to
bring in additional properties to assist with dues and additional volunteers to assist in
Firefighting.

Landowners and residents of the area are increasingly worried about the incidence of
rangeland fire. By protecting the outlying unprotected areas to meet up with adjacent
agency boundaries and spreading the equipment out, they will have a much better chance
of catching the range fires at a smaller size. The increased level of protection for this
area can be achieved by bringing it into the Oregon Protection System and expanding the
Rangeland Protection Association boundary.

No local residents opposed the proposed RPA expansion. Oral and written testimony was
in full support of bringing these lands into the Rangeland Protection System and
expanding the Rangeland Protection Association boundary.
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RECOMMENDATION
The Department recommends the Board take the following action when it meets on
March 6, 2024

Approve the expansion of the boundaries of the Field-Andrews Rangeland
Protection Association, pursuant to ORS 477.320.

NEXT STEPS

The Department will continue its work with local landowners in the area supporting the
Field-Andrews Rangeland Protection Association. This will include developing mutual
aid agreements, providing training as requested, offering FEPP equipment as available,
and any other assistance as requested and feasible.

ATTACHMENTS
(1) Fields-Andrews Rangeland Protection Association Expansion Hearing Report
(2) Written Testimony
(3) Public Hearing Roster
(4) Map of Proposed Expansion
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Date: January 30, 2024

To: Oregon Board of Forestry
From: Allison Rayburn, ODF Rangeland Fire Program Coordinator

Subject: Hearing Officer's Report on Fields-Andrews Rangeland Fire Protection Association boundary
expansion ORS 477.320(1)

Hearing Information

Proposed Area: 4,500 acres north of current Fields-Andrews RFPA, in Harney County
Hearing Date & Time: January 30, 2024 @ 5:00 PM.

Hearing Location: Trout Creek Ranch, Fields, Oregon

Written Comments Due: January 30, 2024 by 5:00 p.m.

Hearing Authorized: Board of Forestry meeting, January 3, 2024

Hearing Officer: Allison Rayburn, ODF Rangeland Fire Program Coordinator

The Public Hearing on the proposal to expand the Fields-Andrews RFPA boundary and bring those
additional lands into the Oregon Protection System was formally convened at 5:04 p.m. at the Trout
Creek Ranch, after a discussion regarding the proposal. Registration forms were available for people
who wished to provide oral comments on the proposed formation. The hearing was closed at 5:07 PM.

9 members of the public representing the area landowners attended the hearing. 8 people signed the
Public Hearing Participation Record form and 3 provided oral comments. There was a discussion before
the hearing to obtain further information on how the RFPA is funded and the agreements they have in
place to work with the Wildland fire agencies.

Summary of Oral Comments
Andy Gray the President for the Fields-Andrew Rangeland Fire Protection Association started off the oral
comments, with a statement that he is in support of the expansion. David Wratchford is good with the
expansion and will be good to have a truck up North and final oral comment Rodney Hoagland said he is
good with the RFPA expansion.

Summary of Written Comments

The Harney County Emergency Manager delivered written comments in support of the Fields Andrews
Rangeland Fire Protection Association expanding their boundary to take in the unprotected area.

The Harney County Judge provided written comments in support of the expansion of Fields Andrews
Rangeland Fire Protection Association.

Department of State Lands provided written comments in full support of the expansion to include 160
acres of DSL.

Allison Rayburn
ODF Rangeland Fire Program Coordinator
Eastern Oregon Area
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Oregon

Tina Kotek, Governor

January 31, 2024

Oregon Department of Forestry
2600 State Street
Salem, OR 97310

RE: Fields-Andrews protection boundary expansion

Department of State Lands
951 SW Simpson Ave., Suite #104
Bend, OR 97702

(541) 388-6112

FAX (541) 388-6480

www.oregon.gov/dsl

State Land Board

Tina Kotek

Governor

LaVonne Griffin-Valade
Secretary of State

Tobias Read
State Treasurer

The Department of State Lands is in full support of the expansion of the Fields-Andrews
Rangeland Fire Protection Associations boundary to include a 160-acre parcel of State Trust
lands. These RFPA’s have been critical in protecting Oregon rangelands from wildfire.

Thank you for your consideration and continued support.

Sincerely,

DS

s g
), "}/,.E‘/zw,

Randy Wiest

Rangeland Manager

CSF Real Property Division
Dept State Lands
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HARNEY COUNTY COURT

Judge Bill Hart
450 North Buena Vista #5, Burns, Oregon 97720
Phone: 541-573-6356 Fax: 541-573-8387
Websites: www.harneycountyor.gov

HARNEY COUNTY
.

January 29, 2024

Oregon Department of Forestry
2600 State Street
Salem, Oregon 97310

RE: Fields-Andrews RFPA Expansion

On Behalf of the Harney County Court, I am sending this letter in support of the Fields-Andrews Fire Protection
Association (RFPA) and their efforts to annex unprotected land into their established protection boundary.

The requested expansion would allow for earlier suppression efforts of rangeland fires that could potentially
threaten private property and valuable agricultural resources in the area. This expansion would also foster
continued coordination and bring increased resources to State and Federal rangeland firefighting partners.
RFPAs in Harney County are a valued resource and are respected by land owners and partners alike.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of the Fields-Andrews RFPA and their efforts to
annex unprotected lands into their protection boundaries.

Sincerely,

County Judge
bill hart@harneycountyor.gov
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HARNEY COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

OREGON
. Melinda Todd, Emergency Manager
' il 450 North Buena Vista, Burns, Oregon 97720
Phone: 541-589-0918 Fax: 541-573-8387
HARNEY COUNTY E-mail: Melinda. Todd@harneycountyOR.gov
- Website: harneycountyor.gov

Oregon Department of Forestry
2600 State Street
Salem, OR 97310

RE: Fields-Andrews Rangeland Fire Protection Association’s Request to
Expand

Oregon Board of Forestry

Harney County Emergency Management would like to support Fields-
Andrews Rangeland Fire Protection Association (RFPA) and their efforts to
annex unprotected land into their established protection boundary. This
annexation of land will bring additional fire response to an area that currently
does not have fire protection.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of the Fields-
Andrews RFPA and their effort to include unprotected land into their

protection boundaries.
Sincerely,

% S
Melinda Todd

Harney County Emergency Manager
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