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Interactive Mapper
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Topics

1. What is the Interactive Mapper?

2. What are its limitations

3. How to Locate Water Rights Using the 
Interactive Mapper by three method:

Site Address

Township, Range, and Section

Latitude and Longitude

4. Additional Information and Resources

What is the Interactive Mapper?

The Interactive Mapper is a visual tool that 
can be used to:

1. Identify locations of water rights;

2. Identify locations of points of diversion of 
water rights; and

3. Access the official water right documents 
(permits, certificates, orders and maps).
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Limitations of the Mapper

Limitations of the mapping tool:

The data visually displayed is based on WRD 
staff’s best interpretation of official water 
right documents.
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Limitations of the Mapper

Limitations of the mapping tool:

Not all rights have been mapped:

Filings in application stage for proposed uses

Irrigation Districts

Cancelled water rights

Notifications of reservoirs “Exempt” under         
ORS 537.405 are not mapped.
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Official Record of the Water Right

The official record of the water right is the 
permit, certificate, registration (such as an 
exempt pond or limited license), or order of 
determination for the water use.

The Interactive Mapper is only a visual tool to 
aid in the research of water rights.
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What is a Water Right?
A Water Right is:

The right of a user to put the waters of the 
public to beneficial use.

• The right includes:
• The source

• The authorized rate or volume of water use

• The use(s)

• The priority date

• The location of the point(s) of diversion

• The location of the place(s) of use

• Conditions of use
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Water Right – Domestic Example
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Water Right – Irrigation Example
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Where is the Interactive Mapper?

1
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Research Methods

There are three common methods used to 
search for rights using the Interactive Mapper:

1. Site Address

2. Township, Range and Section (TRS)

3. Latitude and Longitude
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Search Criteria Entry Points
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1 Site Address

2 Township, Range and Section
3 Latitude and Longitude

Method 1 – Site Address

For this method:

1. Enter the property 
site address in the 
search window 
located at the top 
right of the 
Mapping Tool

2. Click the 
magnifying glass.
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Site Address
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Township, Range, 
and Section

For this method:

1. Select “TRS” in 
the Search Box;

2. Enter the 
township, range 
and, and section;

3. Click the 
magnifying glass.
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Method 2 –
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Township, Range, and Section
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For this method:

1. Select “Latitude/ 
Longitude” in the 
Search Box Enter

2. Enter the latitude 
and longitude

3. Click the 
magnifying glass.
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Method 3 – Latitude and 
Longitude
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Latitude/Longitude 

19

Tools For Managing Results
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Switch Basemap

•Imagery (aerial photos)

•Street layer
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Tools For Managing Results
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Location
Measurement Tools

Area Distance

Tools For Managing Results
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Layer Manager
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Tools For Managing Results
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Layer Manager – Transparent Tool Over Topographic

Tools For Managing Results
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Layer Manager – Transparent Tool Over Imagery
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Tools For Managing Results
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Layer Manager – Water Right by Type (Source)

Tools For Managing Results
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Layer Manager – Water Right by Use
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Tools For Managing Results
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Layer Manager – Water Right by Type/Use

Identifying Water Rights
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Identifying Water Rights
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Water Right Information System
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Identifying Water Rights
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Identifying Water Rights
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Water Right Information System
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Tips for Multiple Rights
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Tips for Multiple Rights
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Tips for Multiple Rights
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•Exempt Ponds,
or “P” filings
are not
mapped.

•How to
research a “P”
record.

•Platcard
Reports
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Unmapped Uses –Exempt Ponds
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Platcard Search
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Platcard Search Results

The WRIS Record
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•An in‐depth
User Guide is
available
through the
help link at the
top of the
mapper.
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Additional Information 

Water Right Information

•For additional information about water
rights, click on the link below and check out
the publication Water Rights In Oregon (Aqua
Book).

•Water Rights in Oregon ‐ An Introduction to
Oregon's Water Laws (Aqua Book)
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Assessor Maps

•Assessor Maps can be helpful in researching
water rights. Those maps can be viewed and
downloaded through ORMAP at the following
link:

•ORMAP
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Thank you for viewing this 
presentation. If you have 
questions concerning 
researching water rights, please 
contact our Customer Service 
Group at 503-986-0900 or
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WRD_DL_customerservice@water.oregon.gov
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