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Program Accomplishments
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● DEQ is approving risk assessments and issuing permits to 
new facilities that meet health-based standards for 
surrounding communities

● DEQ is dramatically improving our knowledge of toxic air 
contaminants being emitted by facilities across Oregon 

● DEQ prioritizes communication with facilities and community 
groups, working closely with both to develop tools to 
improve implementation of this new program
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Cleaner Air Oregon is Health-Based

community engagement and public involvement

Report toxic air 

contaminants
Regulate to 

reduce risk
Assess risk



New facilities in Cleaner Air Oregon
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Existing facilities in Cleaner Air Oregon
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Comparing Progress
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Risk 
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19 150

90

Completing New Facility Risk Assessments
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Working with Businesses

• Encourage early and frequent communication with facilities 
and consultants throughout CAO process

• Provide technical assistance to small businesses

• Attend and support workshops and other forums to share 
lessons learned and understand challenges

• Share lessons learned using FAQs and guidance



9

Resources for Facilities and Consultants
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Working with Communities

• Work closely with community members and other interested parties to 
provide information about emissions and risks, and get input that can 
help improve accuracy of assessments

• Recently hired full time Community Engagement liaison and 
coordinator

• Building capacity in vulnerable and disproportionately impacted 
communities

• Use web-based resources to provide current information about 
assessments
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Resources for Community Members

Facility-Specific Web Pages
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DEQ’s Draft Community Engagement Toolkit

Assess 

Plan

Engage

Evaluate
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Case Studies



Case Study: Metal Foundry
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Metal Foundry Data Center Wood Products Portable Incinerator Food Processor

RA PWPMPEI
CAO Status

Emissions Inventory

Lessons Learned

● High community 
interest

● Unique source 
testing challenges

● New emissions data 
from this sector

Existing Facility

New Facility



Case Study: Data Center

15

Metal Foundry Data Center Wood Products Portable Incinerator Food Processor

RA PWPMPEI
CAO Status

Modeling Protocol & Risk 
Assessment Work Plan

Lessons Learned

● New emissions 
data for emergency 
generators

● Increased 
familiarity = shorter 
time to issue permit

Existing Facility

New Facility



Case Study: Wood Products
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Metal Foundry Data Center Wood Products Portable Incinerator Food Processor

RA PWPMPEI CAO Status
Risk Assessment

Lessons Learned

● High-quality 
emissions data 
available for this 
industry = faster EI 
approval

● Larger source with 
low risk

Existing Facility

New Facility



Case Study: Portable Source
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Metal Foundry Data Center Wood Products Portable Incinerator Food Processor

RA PWPMPEI
CAO Status

Permit Issuance Lessons Learned

● Modeling tools 
developed for a 
portable source = 
faster approval for 
future ACIs

● Unique community 
engagement 
challenges

Existing Facility

New Facility

Photo Credit: Vern Fisher - Monterey Herald



Case Study: Food Processor
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Metal Foundry Data Center Wood Products Portable Incinerator Food Processor

RA PWPMPEI
CAO Status

Permit Issuance

Lessons Learned

● Findings from the risk 
assessment at this 
facility will speed up 
CAO process for 
other, similar facilities 
in the state

● Low risk source

Existing Facility

New Facility



● Existing facility risk assessments are complex, timely issuance of 

new permits is a priority

● Program implementation requires coordination and integration with 

existing DEQ staff and resources

● Community members want their input addressed in assessments 

and permitting outcomes

● As we gain experience, program updates will help streamline and 

clarify requirements, and further develop DEQ’s air toxics programs
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Takeaways and Opportunities



Future EQC Involvement
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Early 2022
Initiate Triennial 

Toxicity Reference 
Value review and 

rulemaking

November 2021
Air Toxics 
Alignment 

Rulemaking

Early 2023 (est)
Toxicity Reference 

Value updates

November 2023
5-year Update on 

program and 
reduction outcomes

2029
Update health 
benchmarks

Early 2022 (est)
Area Risk Pilot 

Program


